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Our first semester ends January 8, one week after returning from Winter Break. 
Then on January 11, the students begin their second semester coursework. 
Fortunately, the weather has been excellent to-date, and the multiple delays 
and closures we experienced last school year are in the rearview mirror. From 
a superintendent’s viewpoint, I get much more time to focus on our academic 
program. Most importantly, the students have been able to learn and grow 
without regular interruptions. Let’s hope the months of January and February 
follow suit :-).
These past couple of months, we have been planning for our second semester 
and looking ahead to the upcoming school year. As March arrives, the students 
will be thinking about their scheduling for next year (2016-2017). While it 
may seem early to address this topic, it is important that we assure a quality 
pathway for their learning. I’ve spoken to many of the seniors recently, and 
they can’t believe they are only five months from being graduates. Time has a way of moving speedily, so 
proper planning is essential in our lives. 
Buckeye Central Schools’ students scored extremely well on the 2014-2015 state-required PARCC and AIR as-
sessments in reading, math, science, and social studies. Overall, the district had the highest scores in the county 
in 13 out of 22 areas tested in grades 3 through 12. In 21 out of the 22 tested areas, the students scored well 
above the state average (double digit percentages above the state avg. in 11 of those areas). Congratulations 
to our students and their teachers for a job WELL done!!! Learning and student growth is our #1 goal, and our 
results highlight BC’s excellence in education. 
Regarding the aforementioned planning, the district is searching for a new varsity football coach. Applications 
are being accepted, and we would like to make a decision within the first few months of the 2016 calendar 
year. Additionally we will be seeking an athletic director and teachers in a couple of areas (e.g. special educa-
tion, elementary and a special needs teacher’s assistant). We are also considering a pilot of a 1x1 computer 
program for our students. The pilot would involve a couple of grades and provide personal computer devices 
for students as an important component of their educational program. The technology committee is working on 
specifics for this pilot program. As we know more information, we will keep our parents and the community 
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informed. Another important program being reviewed for implementation next school year is the “Leader in 
Me” initiative. This initiative is based upon the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People and is intended to promote 
effective leadership throughout our schools. Students, teachers, and staff alike will work together to assure a 
school/district environment that allows everyone to be their best. 
Our recent Christmas programs were excellent! I trust you had the opportunity to attend one of the several per-
formances. Our students are so talented and provided memorable performances for all in attendance. A special 
thanks to Mrs. Niese and the music department for their tremendous efforts. We are so privileged to experience 
such a high level fine arts program. The excellence comes through the dedication of staff, parents and the com-
munity working together for a common good!
Our winter sports programs are well underway. The girls and boys basketball teams will be playing over the 
Winter Break. Also, the wrestlers are attending tournaments throughout the area. Please check our district web-
site for the dates and times of the many contests, and join us to cheer on the student/athletes in their respective 
sports. 
Sophomores Victoria Thimmes and Haley Kalb have been chosen to represent Buckeye Central at the Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY) conference at Ohio Northern University on June 9-12. HOBY is a leader-
ship program for students who are recognized for their leadership abilities. The student participants are able to 
enhance their own highly developed skills through the conference programming. Victoria and Haley both serve 
as role models and leaders within the school and community.
We extend a special thank you to Mr. Mike Kalb, who served on the Board of Education the past four years. His 
dedication to the district and students is appreciated. Mr. Kalb decided to step down this fall to spend more time 
with his family, and he will be missed. 
Be reminded that we regularly communicate our school news, events, and information on the school web page: 
www.buckeye-central.k12.oh.us/ Check it often to keep well-informed of school and district happenings. We 
can also be found on Facebook and Twitter (buckeye_central@buckeye_central).
Yours in Education,

Mark A. Robinson
Superintendent

The art students in 
Mrs. Majoy’s art class 
painted a plow blade 
for the Ohio 
Department of 
Transportation. The 
blade was represented 
in the Halloween and 
Christmas parades 
this past fall. When 
the snow arrives, the 
Buckeye Central High 
School plow will 
clear the Crawford 
county roadways.  
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Buckeye Central Elementary/Middle School     
K-6 Principal  Mr. Matt Millinger
K-6 Students Earn AR Party
150 students in grades 2-6 met their AR goals for the 
first quarter. AR (Accelerated Reader) is a program 
which allows teachers to set goals and a reading range 
for each student quarterly.  Students then read books 
at their level and take a short comprehension quiz on 
the book.  Students can watch their progress towards 
making their goal after each test. Each quarter stu-
dents earn a special reward for reaching their goal. 
All students who met their goals for the first quarter 
were rewarded with a slush and extra recess.
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December Artist 
The students in kindergarten through sixth grade en-
joyed learning about the art of creating pop-up books 
from Rev. Tom Pairan. He read “Winter’s Tale” by 
Robert Sabuda to show students the amazing things 
that can be done with pop-up books. Students created 
an evergreen pop-up greeting card to share with their 
families and friends. A huge THANK YOU to our 
P.T.O and Rev. Pairan for arranging this opportunity 
for our students. 

Creating Pop-up Cards

Rev. Tom Pairan

P.T.O. Project
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DINOSAURS!
In line with the Ohio Science Standards, the second 
grade embarked on a whole unit of dinosaurs and fos-
sils! Throughout the course of the unit, students learned 
first-hand how hard it is to extract fossils from the soil 
(although we dug chocolate chips out of cookies instead 
of bones out of rock!). They also learned what conditions 
were needed to have fossils form and then made their own 
fossil prints out of coffee ground play dough. During the 
unit, each student conducted research on a specific dino-
saur. With that information, brochures were created on the 
computer and habitat boxes were created at home. Beyond 
that students were able to work across the curriculum and 
complete assignments in other areas as well. In math the 
students used their newly acquired triple-and double digit- 
addition and subtraction skills to determine when their 
dinosaurs lived and how long they were on Earth, as well 
as graphing height, weight, and length. For social studies 
they used world map to locate the places where fossils of 
their dinosaurs were found, and constructed a timeline that 
stretched down the wall in the hallways to show when their 
dinosaurs lived. Students’ problem-solving skills were put 
to use by using prior knowledge and what they had learned 
about dinosaurs to take a pile of bones and attempt to put 
them together to make the actual dinosaur to whom they 
had belonged. At the end of the project, on the day before 
Thanksgiving break, the children had the the chance to 
present all of their hard work to their classmates. The final 
(and best) moment, though, came when the kids had their 
families and other classes take tours when they opened 
their Dinosaur Museums!

                                       
Fourth Grade Guest Speaker – Jeff Love (Mrs. Lynn Love’s Husband)
In social studies the students are currently learning about the positive and negative effects that occur when 
people modify their environment. The focus has been on The Great Black Swamp that previously existed in 
northwest Ohio. In the 1800’s the swamp was drained to allow for farming. Farms, towns, factories, roads and 
railroads now exist in the area. The positives are that it has helped Ohio’s economy, but the negative is that wet-
lands and forests are gone. One of the biggest things that wetlands do is to absorb runoff to prevent floods and 
to collect pollutants. Since this one has been drained, fertilizers now run off into streams and rivers which are 
carried to Lake Erie. Students learned about the algae bloom issues in Lake Erie caused by nitrogen and phos-
phorous. Mr. Love works in the water department for the city of Willard. The reservoir has many of the same 
issues that Lake Erie has. Since New Washington now uses water from the lake, Jeff explained that the problem 
is much worse than people realize, and the students should be concerned. He showed the students the algae 
under a microscope and explained that it is the blue/green algae that are causing the problems in making the 
water toxic. He also talked about his career and the training that he receives regularly on how to treat the water. 
The students were excited to hear about his work and to see the actual algae close up. Mrs. Love provided algae 
bloom treats for the students to enjoy which they were green Rice Krispie treats with blue M&M’s.

Dinosaur

Habitat
&

Museum
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Fourth Grade Guest
Mr. Love

Fifth Graders Discover 
“Whoooooooo’s” in the Food Chain
The fifth grade science students recently learned that 
populations of organisms can be categorized by the 
function they serve in an ecosystem.  Some popula-
tions are producers, others are consumers, and some 
are decomposers.  They also learned how food webs 
identify the relationship between producers, consum-
ers, and decomposers.  The students dissected owl 
pellets to help them understand this relationship. 
The students began the investigation by making 
and recording observations of the owl pellets.  After 
listening to a book entitled “White Owl, Barn Owl,” 
the students became ornithologists and, with a part-
ner, began their task of determining as much infor-
mation as they could about the diet of the owl that 
regurgitated their particular pellet.  Using gloves 
and forceps, the students began separating the fur 
from the bones.  Students then classified bones 
found by using owl pellet bone charts and used this 
information to help them determine what animals 
their owls ate.  Later, students created a bar graph of 
the various types of bones they discovered as well 
as the names of the most common species that they 
found.  This data was then analyzed and inferences 
were made.  Using evidence from their owl pellets 
and their knowledge of food chains and webs, stu-
dents were then able to create a labeled food chain.

Fifth
Grade
Science

Food
Chain
Lesson

Algae
Bloom
Treats
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Buckeye Central Middle/High School      
7-12 Principal Dr. Mike Martin 
Phys. Ed:
Mr. Young
As we quickly approach the halfway point in the year, many students will be switching gears and moving 
from physical education to health. These students have spent the last semester improving their fitness levels by 
increasing their strength, cardio and flexibility.  They have charted their own personal activity and learned to 
evaluate their personal fitness.  They used these evaluations to create fitness plans that they can keep up with 
even though they will be completing physical education.  Most importantly, these students have learned that 
they are not an island; they live in a society that needs to improve its fitness.  To support this, they recently cre-
ated a campaign that will help to encourage others to become more physically fit.  

Math:
Mr. Kaple
Recently in the Precalculus class, we have been discussing periodic functions and,  specifically, sinusoidal func-
tions like sound waves and other frequencies.  Using a light intensity reader that can be connected to graphing 
calculators, students were able to model the frequency of fluorescent lights.  This allowed students to see the 
numerous connections between electricity and trigonometric functions, mainly the sine curve.
English:
Mr. Jensen
Mr. Jensen’s Publication Writing students submit articles to be published in the New Washington Herald week-
ly.   These students learn real-life skills by having to adhere to strict guidelines that will ready them for any 
deadline-driven career.  Students learn the rigors of deadline pressure and focus on turning in a quality product 
by using research and interviewing techniques taught in class.  Unlike other classes, their work is shown to the 
world each and every week!
Ms. Stout
English I:  Short Story Unit
World Literature:  The literature of Ancient India
Research/Communications:  Informative speeches conclude Dec. 9
Ms. Frederick
Seventh and eighth grade students have been continuing to move forward in their study of grammar and writ-
ing.  The students began November by applying these skills to the analysis of some fun science experiments 
during the celebration of World Science Day for Peace and Development.  Mrs. Deborah Frederick (Ms. Freder-
ick’s sister-in-law) visited the classes on November 9 and facilitated several experiments that involved the com-
bining of liquids and other materials to create a variety of reactions.  The students then reflected in writing on 
these experiments.  Individually, the seventh graders have been focusing on direct grammar lessons involving 
the study of suffixes that mean “one who,” words formed by the roots “miss”/”mitt” (“to send”), and adjectives, 
adverbs, and prepositions.  They are now collecting information on a variety of people/structures (that connect 
to social studies) for their research papers.  Eighth grade students worked diligently to complete their research 
papers in November, having spent nearly six weeks investigating and gathering facts about their various topics 
which ranged from how music impacts emotions, to how breast cancer detection/treatment has changed.  They 
are now focusing on a direct study of parts of speech (adjectives, adverbs, and prepositions).  Without a doubt, 
the seventh and eighth grade students are focused and giving their best effort to continue learning in a variety of 
ways.

Science:
Mrs. Williamson
Eighth graders in Mrs. Williamson’s science class have been investigating crystal formation while learning to 
write scientific procedures.  They’re using temperature and time to determine crystal growth rate in various 



-7-

household solutions, including sodium tetraborate (Borax), magnesium sulphate (Epsom Salts), sucrose (sugar), 
and halite (mineral form that includes sodium chloride - rock salt).  Students took the crystal snowflakes home 
to give as gifts or to hang as decorations for the holidays. Seventh and eighth graders also investigated a disrup-
tion in Mrs. Claus’s kitchen.  Students investigated six white powders that the elves tampered with and she’s not 
sure which ones to use to bake her cookies!  They tested the substances with water, vinegar, iodine and heat to 
determine which substances were flour, sugar and baking soda.  Based on investigation results, they were able 
to have her kitchen cupboard returned to normal just in time for the Christmas break! 
Mrs. Ruffing
The Biology students are investigating the transformation of energy through ATP and the cycling of carbon 
though photosynthesis and cellular respiration. They created an experiment to explain how exercise affects cel-
lular respiration.
In Physics, motion is concluding the semester course with an Egg Drop project. Each student is designing his/
her own vehicle to allow an egg to safely fall from the top of the bleachers.  
In Anatomy & Physiology, students have learned the 206 bones in the body along with special markings, joints, 
and functions of those bones.  Next, we will start learning the major muscles of the body using the online game 
“Poke-a-Muscle.”

Business:
Mr. Oswald
The Business Department at Buckeye Central has had a great first half to the school year.  The Business Law 
students, who have learned all sorts of legal jargon, are eagerly awaiting their trip to see some real-life court-
room drama take place.  The Economics class is already in the process of researching some stocks that they be-
lieve will make them money in the upcoming Stock Market Simulation.  The Sports Marketing students created 
their new sports franchises, and the Entrepreneurship students created a business plan that they may actually use 
someday.  The Business students are definitely headed in the right direction here at Buckeye Central.

Social Studies:
Mr. Wiles
The high school students all took the Americanism Test. We have not received the results of the test back to 
date, but I have heard that we had a student score a 96 out of 100 possible points which is a very high score and 
should hopefully advance him/her deep in the state competition. As we get official results, we will post them in 
The Herald. 
The Sociology students recently made and edited their own video in class. The “Flipside” project was on role 
reversal. Students had to write a script where two people switched roles in a series of short skits. These humor-
ous skits had role reversals of teacher and students, parents and kids, husbands and wives, and coaches and 
athletes. The topic chosen for the class video was teacher and students. 
The sophomore US History students recently completed a small Harlem Renaissance PowerPoint project. Stu-
dents researched musicians, writers, poets, and actors who participated in the Harlem Renaissance and spot-
lighted three of them along, with a 1920s Harlem hotspot. Their information was compiled in a PowerPoint that 
included pictures, music, writing excerpts and backgrounds. 
Ms. Miller
The World History classes have been hard at work on research papers.  The papers focus on the period of 
European Imperialism and involve some revisionist history.  The students are taking one event from this time 
period and changing it.  They are then predicting what they think the effects that change would have made on 
the modern world.
Mr. Robinett
The seventh graders have recently studied The Rise of Islam.  The teaching of Muhammad and the advance-
ment of observatories, medicine, and mathematics were some of the areas studied by the students.  African 
Civilizations is another area recently studied.  The geography of the land, including desertification, and the 
great migration of the Bantu speaking people, salt production in West Africa, and Trans-Saharan trade were also 
studied.
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The eighth graders have completed a unit covering The English Colonies.  The unit includes the establishment 
and development of the 13 colonies including: New England, Southern, and Middle colonies.  The Beginnings 
of an American Identity includes our introduction to George Washington and the French and Indian War.  The 
Road to Revolution had the class studying The Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, and the adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence.   

Family Consumer Sciences:
Mrs. Laughbaum
Students in Financial Management have finished the H&R Block Budget Challenge, which ran from 9/24-12/3. 
About the contest.... “Contest Objective”:
By participating in the H&R Block Budget Challenge, you will learn and practice many real-world money 
management skills: paying bills, managing expenses, saving money, investing in retirement and more.
We consider three skill areas to be the most important and those determine your individual leaderboard score.
Balancing your current and future cash needs: This involves maximizing your tax-deferred savings while 
maintaining enough money in a checking account to pay for bills. Your skill at balancing the present while 
building for the future is evaluated by the amount of money saved into your 401(k) savings account.
Paying bills on time and on budget: This means managing your cash flow on a tight budget.  This skill is 
evaluated by fee avoidance, with a special emphasis on timeliness of bill payments.
Resourcefulness, understanding and practical application of financial concepts: This means being proac-
tive in searching for information and applying it to your benefit on a quiz, or in communicating with vendor 
customer service to resolve any unexpected issues that may arise. This skill is evaluated by quiz points and any 
point rewards from negotiation with customer service.

You may have heard the expression: “Timing is everything.”  In this game, like in real life, timing is at the 
heart of putting all of these skills together in real time to balance your budget and save for the future.” It was 
a great learning opportunity to practice real world skills! Our teams finished 363rd and 501st out of 919 teams 
across the US. 

Seniors in Senior Seminar have been busy. They completed a “Choose Your Own Future” project. As part of 
this project students completed activities such planning to finance college, applying for scholarships, practicing 
job interview skills, polishing their resumes and so much more!! They have also been busy preparing their col-
lege and career portfolios. Students will present their portfolios and projects to a panel of judges on Monday, 
December 14th. 
Students in Healthy and Safe Foods class have been studying nutrition. As part of this unit of study the stu-
dents were given the assignment to track their food intake for one week. Students then utilized the USDA’s 
Supertracker program to input foods and generate reports analyzing their specific food and nutrient goals. This 
project has opened the eyes of many students and resulted in the students thinking about the benefits of making 

MS/HS Music Department News 
The Music Department has been very busy this past month.  It all began with Veterans’ Day where the Buck-
eye Central Marching Show Band performed for their student body and the Crawford County-wide assembly.  
At the county-wide assembly Mrs. Niese gladly undertook the task of directing all six county bands for the 
selections performed in the assembly. 
Following Veterans’ Day, the Marching Show Band geared up for the Bucyrus Santa Parade on November 21, 
2015.  As the sounds of “Jingle Bells” rang through the streets of Bucyrus, the band had an outstanding perfor-
mance.
The Buckeye Central Marching Show Band then held their annual Awards Banquet on Monday, November, 
23,2015.  They celebrated the end of the season with pizza, salad, cookies, drinks and a night of awards.  The 
most outstanding awards received were the MVP awards, Squad of the Year, and the National Outstanding 
Contributions Award.  Recipients of the MVP award were freshmen Elizabeth Cronau and Samantha Fechner, 
sophomores Millie See, Katelynn Philbrick, and Shelby Rhodes, juniors Madelyn Gannon, Emma Studer, and 
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James Cronau, and seniors Sidney Long, Megan McGinnnis and Jasmyn Mullins.  The National Award was 
granted to seniors Megan Gwirtz and Tori Strohm.  Finally, Squad of the Year was granted to Squad 11 :  Megan 
McGinnis, Sidney Ling, James Cronau, and Sara Stacklin.
     On December 6, 2015 the B.C. Middle School presented their annual Christmas Concert where the fifth 
Grade , sixth Grade and seventh & eighth Grade bands participated as well as the seventh & eighth Grade 
Choir.  The students played and sang for a packed gymnasium, and the concert was a great success.
     To bring jolly sounds throughout the halls, the High School Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band performed on 
Sunday, December 13, 2015.  Highlights from the Jazz Band performance were “A Big Band Christmas” with 
soloists - James Cronau (tenor saxophone) and Shelby Rhodes (trumpet) - and “Auld Lang Syne” featuring 
trumpeter Megan Gwirtz.  The Wind Ensemble continued in the Christmas spirit with “We Need a Little Christ-
mas” and various other songs.  The Wind Ensemble also highlighted Tori Strohm and Megan Gwirtz in “The 
Toy Trumpet” with their drum and trumpet solos.
     The following evening the High School Concert Choir was blessed to sing in the St. John Lutheran Church 
for their Christmas Concert.  The 28-member ensemble performed several holiday favorites and carols which 
were accompanied on the piano and organ. The Concert Choir also performed “Silent Night” using sign lan-
guage.  The performance was so outstanding that the students, Mrs. Niese and Mr. Mark Niese, their accompa-
nist, received a standing ovation. This concert would not have been possible without the help of Julie Cronau 
and the congregation of St. John Lutheran Church and the Buckeye Central Music Boosters.  Thanks for all 
your support and dedication given to the Buckeye Central Fine and Performing Arts Department.

France and Spain Trip
The summer of 2015 was an exciting time for students in Mrs. Majoy’s art classes. Laura Metzger, Tamara Metzger, 
Sydni Brown, Sydney Moore, Stacey Moore, Jenna Delarber, Hayley Clevenger, Allison Biglin, and Mrs. Fernan-
dez all accompanied Mrs. Majoy to France and Spain. While in France, the students were able to visit the Louvre 
Museum, the Rodin Museum and the Museum of Modern Art. The students also toured the Eiffel Tower and Notre 
Dame Cathedral. The highlight of France was touring the home of the renowned artist Claude Monet. Students 
were able to explore and photograph the gardens in which many of Monet’s most famous paintings were painted. 
In addition, the group visited and had lunch at the cafe Vincent Van Gogh painted in his “Night Cafe” painting.
While in Barcelona, Spain, the group visited the Picasso Museum and journeyed through the city streets of La 
Rhombus. The group was also treated to a special performance and night of Flamenco dancing. 
Mrs. Majoy will lead another group to Italy and France the summer of 2017.

France 
& 

Spain
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 WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULES

Varsity & JV Boys’ Basketball

Jan. 2  Plymouth  H 6:00
Jan. 8  Wynford  H 6:00
Jan. 9  Mohawk  H 6:00
Jan. 16  Seneca East  H 6:00
Jan. 22  Crestline  H 6:00
Jan. 23  Upper Sandusky H 6:00
Jan. 30  Ridgedale   A 6:00
Feb. 5  Carey   H 6:00
Feb.6  Bucyrus  A 6:00
Feb. 12  Colonel Crawford H 6:00
Feb. 13  Wynford   A 6:00
Feb. 16  Riverdale  H 6:00
Feb. 19  Mohawk  A 6:00 

Freshman Boys’ Basketball

Jan. 7  Crestview  H          5:30
Jan. 14  Elgin   H 5:30
Jan. 21  Ridgedale  H 5:30
Jan. 23  Carey   A         10:00
Jan. 25  Bucyrus  H 5:30
Jan. 28  Colonel Crawford A 5:30
Feb. 6  Wynford  A         11:00
Feb. 9  Mohawk  H 5:30
Feb. 11  Crestview  H 5:30
Feb. 18 & 20 N10 Tournament 

Middle School  Boys’ Basketball

Jan. 5  Seneca East  A 5:00
Jan. 12  Upper Sandusky H 5:00
Jan. 14  Ridgedale  A 5:00
Jan. 19  Carey   H 5:00
Jan. 21  Bucyrus  A 5:00
Jan. 26  Colonel Crawford H 5:00
Jan. 28  Wynford  A 5:00
Feb. 2  Mohawk  A 5:00
Feb. 4  Seneca East  H 5:00

Varsity & JV Girls’ Basketball

Jan. 5  Mohawk  H 6:00
Jan. 7  Plymouth  A 6:00
Jan. 9  Seneca East  H 1:00
Jan. 12  New Riegel  A 6:00
Jan. 15  Upper Sandusky H 6:00
Jan. 19  Ridgedale  H 6:00 
Jan. 23  Carey   H 1:00
Jan. 26  Bucyrus  A 6:00
Jan. 29   Colonel Crawford H 6:00
Feb. 2   Northmor  H 6:00
Feb. 4  Cadington  H 6:00  
Feb. 6  Wynford  A 1:00
Feb. 9  Mohawk  A 6:00

Freshman Girls’ Basketball

Jan. 4  Willard   A 4:30
Jan. 11  New London  H 5:30
Jan. 23  Carey    H         12:00
Feb. 1  Mohawk  H 5:30

Middle School Girls’ Basketball

Jan. 5  Seneca East  H 5:00
Jan. 12  Upper Sandusky A 5:00
Jan. 14  Ridgedale  H 5:00
Jan. 19  Carey   A 5:00
Jan. 21  Bucyrus  H 5:00
Jan. 26  Colonel Crawford A 5:00
Jan. 28  Wynford  H 5:00
Feb. 2  Mohawk  H 5:00
Feb. 4  Seneca East  A 5:00

Varsity Wrestling

Jan. 9   Plymouth Invite  A 10:00
Jan. 16  Carey Classic  A 10:00
Jan. 22  North Union Invite A   5:00
Jan. 23  North Union Invite A 10:00
Jan. 29  Marion Pleasant  A   5:00
Jan. 30  Marion Pleasant  A 10:00
Feb. 6  N10
Feb. 13   Margaretta Invite A 10:00 
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Athletic Director - Jay Zeiter 

Good Luck 
Bucks & Buckettes!
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